
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON 

THE ADOPTION OF AMENDMENTS TO THE ZONING 

ORDINANCES IN SERGEANT BLUFF, IA 

 
You are hereby notified that the Planning & Zoning Commission will hold a Public 

Hearing at 6:20 p.m. on Tuesday, August 3, 2021, in the City Hall Council Chambers, 

401 4
th 

Street, Sergeant Bluff, IA, to hear public comments on proposed amendments to 

the following articles/sections: 

 

Repeal 165A.31 and adopt in lieu thereof: 

 
165A.31   EASEMENTS. 

Any recorded easement(s) drainage or utility or a combination of both shall follow the requirements 

as prescribed in this section or as allowed by the owner of the easement. 

1. No accessory building / structure shall be placed in an easement to include storage sheds, 

detached garages, carports, children’s play equipment, pools (above or in ground), etc.  

2. The only vegetation allowed in any easement area is grass. No rocks, plants, shrubs, or 

lawn ornamental decorations shall be permitted in any easement. 

3. Fences may encroach into an easement providing measures are taken to make certain that 

the fence does not restrict the water flow, cause buildup of debris, etc. 

4. Permitted fence material includes chain-link, wrought iron fencing, picket style fencing that 

is at least 30% open, or other fencing styles that are at least 30% percent open. 

 
5. Solid fencing shall be elevated a minimum six inches (6”) through the swale part of the 

easement to allow water flow. 

  
6. The City of Sergeant Bluff shall not be liable for damages to an improvement located 

within an easement area caused by installation, repair, maintenance, or replacement of 

utilities located therein by other governmental agencies or private utilities. 

 

AND 



 

Repeal 165D.04 and adopt in lieu thereof: 

 
165D.04   FENCES. 

   1.   No fence shall be constructed within the zoning jurisdiction of the City unless a fence permit application 

is therefor approved, and the permit has been issued by the building inspector and is constructed in 

conformance with the following requirements: 

      A.   Unless otherwise provided by this Code of Ordinances, no fence shall be built on any lot or tract 

outside the surveyed lot lines, easement (See 165A.31 Easements of the Zoning Ordinance), or adjacent to 

any municipal property, excluding public streets. 

      B.   Unless otherwise provided by this Code of Ordinances, any fence built on residential property within 

the required front or outside the street side yard setback shall contain openings constituting no less than 50 

percent of the surface area of the fence. 

      C.   No solid fence permitted or required by this Code of Ordinances shall be built within a visual triangle 

formed by the adjacent side lines of two intersecting streets and a line connecting points 40 feet on each leg 

from their point of intersection; or otherwise in any manner creating a traffic hazard or obstruction to 

visibility. 

      D.   The finished surfaces of any fence shall face toward adjacent properties and street frontage. 

      E.   All parts of a fence shall be completely within the boundaries of the property of the owner installing 

the fence. 

      F.   Fences constructed within residential districts or on land used for residential purposes are subject to 

the following provisions. 

         (1)   The maximum height of a fence within a required front yard or street side yard shall be 42 inches 

not exceeding 50 percent closed construction, or 48 inches not exceeding 25 percent closed construction. 

         (2)   The maximum height for any fence outside of a required front yard or street side yard setback shall 

be six feet unless other requirements are stated. 

         (3)   On corner lots, a fence built in accordance with the required fifteen-foot setback of the street side 

yard (See Chapter 165B Zoned District Requirements) may have a maximum height of six feet unless other 

requirements are stated. 

         (4)   Fences shall not be built within any easement. Shared property lines, without any easement 

restrictions, shall be agreed upon by both adjacent property owners for a fence to be placed on the shared 

property line. If not agreed upon by both property owners, the owner installing the fence shall place the fence 

a minimum two (2) feet off the shared property line. 

         (5)   Fences built on residential property outside of required front or street side yards may exceed of 50 

percent closed construction. 

         (6)      Fences shall be constructed of wood, chain-link, PVC/resin manufactured fence product, stone, or 

masonry materials only.  Wood fences shall utilize standard building lumber only.  Sheet-metal of any kind, 

livestock panels or gates, and reclaimed pallets or other reclaimed wood products are not acceptable materials 

for fences in any residential zone. 

         (7)   Fences may exceed the maximum height by four inches provided they are installed to maintain 

landscaping material at grade. 

         (8)   Height shall be measured from the average grade along the fence line. 

         (9)   If a current fence is non-conforming (i.e., over the height limit, finished side is on the wrong side, 

the fence is built in an easement, or built with the wrong materials) or in need of repair, the current property 

owner or tenant who installed the fence shall have one year after the adoption of this code to bring the fence 

into conformance with the requirements of the code. 

      G.   Where it is demonstrated that for security purposes the perimeter fencing around a plant or building 

located in an area zoned as an Industrial District must be higher than six feet in height, it shall be approved 

through a conditional use permit. 

      H.   Fences constructed along and parallel to lot lines separating a residential lot from property located in 

a Commercial or Industrial District shall not exceed eight feet in height. 

      I.   Fences constructed along and parallel to rear and side lot lines adjoining arterial streets, as designated 

by the IDOT, shall not exceed eight feet in height. 

   2.   No fence or vegetation shall be situated or constructed in such a way as to obstruct the vehicular traffic 

or otherwise create a traffic safety hazard. 

   3.   The use of barbed wire or concertina (razor) wire in the construction of any fence is prohibited except: 

      A.   Perimeter security fencing of buildings constructed in an Industrial District.  The plans and 

specifications for any such fencing must be approved by the City Council before commencement of 

construction. 

      B.   Farm fencing constructed for agricultural purposes on parcels of land 10 acres or more in size, located 

in the AR District. 



   4.   All fences shall be maintained in good repair. Fences shall be kept in an upright position. Any fence that 

is broken, damaged, has a significant lean or missing rails, posts, or other structural components shall be 

promptly repaired or replaced. 

   5.   Electric Fences.  No electric fence, except for underground animal control fencing, shall be constructed 

or maintained within the City or within its extraterritorial zoning jurisdiction except in TA-1 District as 

hereinafter provided.  An owner or lessee of such property may, upon application to the City and approval by 

the Zoning Administrator, maintain electrified fencing provided same shall not be energized to the extent that 

it is capable of causing bodily harm to persons, be they children or adults, or to animals.  Before the Zoning 

Administrator shall approve any electrified fencing, it shall be determined that non-electrified fencing will not 

adequately protect the owner’s property and the owner’s application for approval of electrified fencing shall 

set forth in detail the reasons why non-electrified fencing will not adequately protect said owner’s property. 

   6.   Garden fences do not require a permit for installation provided they do not exceed four (4) feet in 

height, are 50 percent open construction, do not exceed 200 square feet and are setback a minimum of eight 

(8) feet from the front line of the principal building, are used for the purpose of protecting growing plants or 

vegetables, that are cultivated.  

7.   Swimming pool, hot tub, and spa barriers. Barriers for swimming pools, hot tubs, and spas are required 

in the Municipal Code of Sergeant Bluff Chapter 159 Property Maintenance Code.  

      A.   Minimum height of a swimming pool (inground or above ground), hot tub, or spa barrier from 

average grade shall be 48 inches in height and not to exceed a maximum height of six (6) feet as measured 

from average grade. 

      B.   Barriers that are attached to the top of an above ground pool shall be labeled and listed as a barrier 

and installed in accordance with the manufacturer’s instructions. 

      C.   A deck built even with the above ground pool side wall shall have a railing, minimum height of 36 

inches not to exceed a maximum height of seven (7) feet as measured from the top of the railing to the 

average grade. 

      D.   No barrier shall be required for a swimming pool, hot tub, or spa if the property is completely 

fenced in, and the fence is installed in accordance with the provisions of this code or if there is a safety cover 

that complies with the exception.  

 Exception: A swimming pool, hot tub, or spa cover that complies with the requirements of ASTM F 

1346 shall be exempt from the requirements of a barrier.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In addition to being able to attend in person, you may attend digitally by going to: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82291746345?pwd=UWpJZFpmelZVOVJJQURFU2s2cExTdz09 

Meeting ID: 822 9174 6345 

Passcode: 194194 

Via phone: 888 788 0099 US Toll-free 

 

The proposed amendments will be available at City Hall during regular office hours for review 

by the public. 

 

All interested persons are urged to comment, either in person, by agent or attorney, or in writing. 

 
Danny Christoffers, P&Z Secretary 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82291746345?pwd=UWpJZFpmelZVOVJJQURFU2s2cExTdz09

